




IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-2018 

SUPPORT FOR MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN IMPERIAL 
COUNTY AND RIVERSIDE COUNTY ON SAL TON SEA 

WHEREAS, Imperial Irrigation District remains an advocate of a smaller but sustainable 
Salton Sea and, with its partners, has taken actions to ensure the state funds and 
implements a viable Salton Sea restoration plan; and 

WHEREAS, in response to Imperial Irrigation District's petition related to the Salton Sea, 
the State Water Resources Control Board adopted Revised Order WRO 2002-0013 in 
November 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of Revised Order WRO 2002-0013 outlines the Water Board's 
role and continued jurisdiction in ensuring progress toward the goals of the state's Salton 
Sea management plan, including annual milestones and a framework for habitat 
restoration and mitigation projects; and 

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, Imperial County and Riverside County entered into a 
memorandum of understanding that represents mutual good faith commitments and 
common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the Salton 
Sea; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the counties to take coordinated and cooperative action with 
other local agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea in such restoration efforts and 
projects to protect and improve public health, air quality and wildlife habitat; and 

WHEREAS, the counties recognize the value of collaborating with other local agencies 
to seek opportunities for development of geothermal energy and other renewable 
resources in and around the Salton Sea to help the state meet its renewable energy and 
greenhouse gas reduction goals; and 



WHEREAS, the counties will further develop concepts associated with a Salton Sea 
Perimeter Lake and provide that information to other local agencies as it becomes 
available; and 

WHEREAS, Imperial Irrigation District, as a member of the Salton Sea Authority, urges 
the counties to continue working closely with the authority to enhance collective efforts 
and strategy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors agrees to collaborate with local agency partners, including Imperial County and 
Riverside County, on a unified strategy in support of shared goals and priorities for the 
Salton Sea. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of August 2018. 

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

p- President 

~I~ 

Resolution No. 16-2018 
Salton Sea MOU 
August 28, 2018 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018- 56

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CATHEDRAL

CITY,   CALIFORNIA,   IN SUPPORT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ON THE SALTON SEA.

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the
State of California, and the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of
California  ( Counties)  entered into a Memorandum of Understanding representing a
mutual good faith commitment and common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and

collaboration to benefit the Salton Sea.

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside
to work together with other local agencies in a collaborative manner and support common

goals to further Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the

development potential of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding communities
and seek supportive resolutions from all cities and other agencies. The parties welcome

cities and other agencies to join and assist them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton

Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to

the Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December

31, 2017, and without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly
decline; and

WHEREAS,  the State of California  (" State")  has developed the Salton Sea

Management Program  (" SSMP)  through departments within the California Natural

Resources and Environmental Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain
costs related to habitat, air and water quality issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the State has developed the 10-year SSMP plan and identified a

phased series of projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding.
The Salton Sea is at substantial risk of irreversible damage and threatens wildlife and

public health; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and cooperative

action with other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts

which would protect and improve public health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of both Counties to work together with local

agencies on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced

Infrastructure Finance District  (" EIFD")  that would support projects and stimulate

economic development around the Sea; and



WHEREAS, both Counties recognize and support the immense value of working
together with other local agencies to enhance opportunities for renewable energy and
geothermal development to the region by providing reliable,  affordable energy in
furtherance of the State' s Renewable Portfolio Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction

goals and could provide funding for Salton Sea infrastructure; and

WHEREAS,  the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic

development, recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize
the potential opportunities at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources Agency to
develop a Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local agencies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cathedral City supports the common goal of a locally
managed and more efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a

further decline at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cathedral City is in support of the North Lake vision which
would complement the state' s SSMP plan by providing an in- sea barrier around the
contours of the north shoreline with a deep lake and respectfully request the state' s
support and recognition in the SSMP as an important integrated project; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cathedral City is supportive of the Perimeter Lake concept
which would also include a South Lake component and resemble a flowing river with a
system of low-profile levees bordering the Salton Sea shoreline. The Parties respectfully
request to have the Perimeter Lake incorporated into the state' s SSMP long- term plan;
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Cathedral City hereby
adopts this Resolution and agrees to the collaborative partnership and a unified strategy
between the County of Riverside and the County of Imperial to support common goal of
stabilizing and restoring the Salton Sea.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council
of the City of Cathedral City held on this 12th day of December, 2018, by the following
vote:

Ayes: Councilmembers Gutierrez,  Gregory and Aguilar;  Mayor

Pro Tem Carnevale and Mayor Pettis

Noes:       None

Absent:     None

Abstain:    None

Gregory Mayor



ATTEST:

racey R.      rtin z, City Cle k

APPROVED AS TO ORM:

Eric S. Vail, City Attorney











RESOLUTION NO. 2018- 51

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALEXICO, CALIFORNIA
IN SUPPORT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE
COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ON THE SALTON SEA.

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the State of
California, and the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of California ( Counties)
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding representing a mutual good faith commitment and
common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the Salton Sea.

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside to work
together with other local agencies in a collaborative manner and support common goals to further
Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the development potential of the Salton Sea;
and

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding communities and seek

supportive resolutions from all cities and other agencies. The Parties welcome cities other agencies to

join and assist them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to the

Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December 31, 2017, and

without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and

WHEREAS, the State of California (" State") has developed the Salton Sea Management

Program (" SSMP) through departments within the California Natural Resources and Environmental

Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air and water quality
issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the state has developed the 10- year SSMP plan and identified a phased series of

projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding. The Salton Sea is at substantial
risk of irreversible damage and threatens wildlife and public health; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and cooperative action with

other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts which would protect and

improve public health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of both Counties to work together with local agencies

on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District
EIFD") that would support projects and stimulate economic development around the Sea; and

WHEREAS, both Counties recognize and support the immense value of working together with

other local agencies to enhance opportunities for renewable energy and geothermal development to the

region by providing reliable, affordable energy in furtherance of the State' s Renewable Portfolio
Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding for Salton Sea infrastructure;
and

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic development,

recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize the potential opportunities
at the Salton Sea; and
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WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources Agency to develop a
Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local agencies; and

WHEREAS, the ( Name of Agency) supports the common goal of a locally managed and more
efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a further decline at the Salton Sea.

WHEREAS, the ( Name of Agency) is in support of the North Lake vision which would
complement the state' s SSMP plan by providing an in- sea barrier around the contours of the north
shoreline with a deep lake and respectfully request the state' s support and recognition in the SSMP as
an important integrated project; and

WHEREAS, the (Name of Agency) is supportive of the Perimeter Lake concept which would
also include a South Lake component and resemble a flowing river with a system of low profile levees
bordering the Salton Sea shoreline. The Parties respectfully request to have the Perimeter Lake
incorporated into the state' s SSMP long-term plan; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the ( Name of Agency) to improve the public health, economic
opportunity and overall quality of life of the disadvantaged communities around the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the( Name of Agency) to support public- private partnerships and

will assist private entities to define and develop projects around the Salton Sea; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ( Name of Agency) hereby adopts this
Resolution and agrees to a collaborative partnership and a unified strategy to support common goals
which would stabilize and restore the Salton Sea.

g47,.
L is Pacheco, Mayor

ATTEST:

I

Gay cia, Deputy City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Carlos Campos, s ttorney

SEAL
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State of California     )

City of Calexico ss.

County of Imperial    )

I, Gabriela T. Garcia, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Calexico do hereby certify that the
foregoing Resolution No. 2018- 51 was duly adopted by the Calexico City Council at a regular
meeting thereof held on the 1' day of August 2018, by the following vote:

AYES:   Hurtado, Pacheco, Escobar, Hodge

NOES:  None

ABSENT:      Real

ABSTAIN:     None

Gabriela Qrci•,  •puty City Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 2018- 80

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

COACHELLA IN SUPPORT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ON THE SALTON SEA

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the
State of California, and the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of California
Counties) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding representing a mutual good faith

commitment and common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the

Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside to
work together with other local agencies in a collaborative manner and support common goals to

further Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the development potential of the

Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding communities and seek
supportive resolutions from all cities and other agencies. The Parties welcome cities other

agencies to join and assist them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to the

Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December 31, 2017, 

and without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and

WHEREAS, the State of California (" State") has developed the Salton Sea Management

Program (" SSMP) through departments within the California Natural Resources and

Environmental Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air
and water quality issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the state has developed the 10 -year SSMP plan and identified a phased

series of projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding. The Salton Sea
is at substantial risk of irreversible damage and threatens wildlife and public health; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and cooperative action

with other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts which would

protect and improve public health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of both Counties to work together with local

agencies on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced Infrastructure
Finance District (" EIFD") that would support projects and stimulate economic development

around the Sea; and

WHEREAS, both Counties recognize and support the immense value of working
together with other local agencies to enhance opportunities for renewable energy and geothermal



development to the region by providing reliable, affordable energy in furtherance of the State' s
Renewable Portfolio Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding
for Salton Sea infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic

development, recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize the
potential opportunities at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources Agency to
develop a Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority supports the common goal of a locally managed
and more efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a further decline at the

Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is in support of the North Lake vision which
would complement the state' s SSMP plan by providing an in -sea barrier around the contours of
the north shoreline with a deep lake and respectfully request the state' s support and recognition
in the SSMP as an important integrated project; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is supportive of the Perimeter Lake concept which
would also include a South Lake component and resemble a flowing river with a system of low - 
profile levees bordering the Salton Sea shoreline. The Parties respectfully request to have the
Perimeter Lake incorporated into the state' s SSMP long-term plan; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Salton Sea Authority to improve the public health, 
economic opportunity and overall quality of life of the disadvantaged communities around the
Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Salton Sea Authority to support public-private
partnerships and will assist private entities to define and develop projects around the Salton Sea; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Coachella hereby adopts
this Resolution 20018- 80 in support of the Memorandum of Understanding between Riverside
County and Imperial County which agrees to a collaborative partnership and a unified strategy to
support common goals which would stabilize and restore the Salton Sea. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 12th day of December, 2018. 

Steven A. Hernandez

Mayor

Resolution No. 2018- 80



ATTEST: 

Angela epeda

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

f) 
Carlos Cam

City Attorney

Resolution No. 2018- 80



STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ss. 

CITY OF COACHELLA

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 2018- 80 was duly adopted by
the City Council of the City of Coachella at a regular meeting thereof, held on the

12th

day of
December, 2018 by the following vote of Council: 

AYES: Councilmember Bautista, Councilmember Beaman Jacinto, 

Councilmember Gonzalez, Mayor Pro Tern Martinez, and Mayor Hernandez. 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

Andrea J. G6rranza, MNR 

Deputy City Clerk

Resolution No. 2018- 80









RESOLUTION NO. 18- 71

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL

CENTRO IN SUPPORT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

AND THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ON THE SALTON SEA

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the State
of California, and the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of California

Counties) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding representing a mutual good faith
commitment and common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the

Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside to work
together with other local agencies in a collaborative manner and support common goals to further

Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the development potential of the Salton

Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding communities and seek
supportive resolutions from all cities and other agencies. The Parties welcome cities and other

agencies to join and assist them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to the

Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December 31, 2017, and

without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and

WHEREAS, the State of California (" State") has developed the Salton Sea Management

Program (" SSMP") through departments within the California Natural Resources and

Environmental Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air
and water quality issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, although the state has developed the 10 -year SSMP plan and identified a

phased series of projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding leaving
the Salton Sea at substantial risk of irreversible damage that threatens wildlife and public health; 

and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and cooperative action with

other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts which would protect

and improve public health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent ofboth Counties to work together with local agencies

on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District
EIFD") that would support projects and stimulate economic development around the Sea; and

WHEREAS, both Counties recognize and support the immense value of working together
with other local agencies to enhance opportunities for renewable energy and geothermal

development to the region by providing reliable, affordable energy in furtherance of the State' s

07/2018do1A18- 01891 Resolution for Support Salton Sea 1



Renewable Portfolio Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding
for Salton Sea infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic development, 

recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize the potential
opportunities at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources Agency to develop
a Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local agencies; and

WHEREAS, the City of El Centro supports the common goal of a locally managed and
more efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a further decline at the Salton

Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of El Centro to support the efforts to improve the

public health, economic opportunity and overall quality of life of the disadvantaged communities
around the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of El Centro to support public- private partnerships
that will assist private entities to define and develop projects around the Salton Sea. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of El Centro hereby adopts this
Resolution and agrees to a collaborative partnership and a unified strategy to support common
goals, which would stabilize and restore the Salton Sea. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of El

Centro, California held on the 7th day of Aug. , 2018. 

CITY OF EL CENTRO

B V
Cheryl Vieg - Walker, Mayor

ATTEST: 

rDiane Caldwell, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Office of the City Attorney

Elizabeth L. Martyn, City Attorney
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL ) ss

CITY OF EL CENTRO ) 

I, L. Diane Caldwell, City Clerk of the City of El Centro, California, do hereby certify that

the forgoing Resolution No. 18- 71 was duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting of the

City Council of the City of El Centro, California, held on the 7th day of Aug. , 2018, by the
following vote: 

AYES: Jackson, Viegas- Walker, Garcia, Silva

NOES: None

ABSENT: Cardenas

ABSTAINED: None

Y

L. Diane Caldwell, City Clerk
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RESOLU"nON NO. 2019-01 

A RESOLunON OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF INDIAN 
WELLS, CAUFORNIA, IN SUPPORT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE 
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ON THE SALTON SEA 

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the State 
of califomia, and the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of califomia 
(Counties) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding representing a mutual good faith 
commitment and common goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit 
the Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside (the 
"Countiesj to work together with other local agencies in a collaborative manner and support 
common goals to further Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the 
development potential of the Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding communities and seek 
· supportive resolutions from all cities and other agencies. The Counties welcome cities other 
agencies to join and assist them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, the Inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to the 
Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December 31, 2017, 
and without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and 

WHEREAS, the State of califomla C'State'1 has developed the Salton Sea Management 
· Program · ("SSMP) through departments within the california Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air 
and water quality issues at the Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, the State has developed the 10-year SSMP plan and identified a phased 
series of projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding. The Salton Sea 
is at substantial risk of irreversible damage and threatens wildlife and public health; and 

WHEREAS, It Is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and cooperative action 
with other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts which would 
protect and improve public health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of both Counties to work together with local 
agencies on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced Infrastructure 
Finance District ("EIFD'1 that would support projects and stimulate economic development 
around the Sea; and 

WHEREAS, both Counties recognize and support the immense value of working together 
with other local agencies to enhance opportunities for renewable energy and geothermal 
development to the region by providing reliable, affordable energy In furtherance of the State's 
Renewable Portfolio Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding 
for Salton Sea infrastructure; and 



City of Indian Wells 
Resolution No. 2019-01 
Page 2 

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic 
development, recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize the 

potential opportunities at the Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources Agency to develop a 

Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority supports the common goal of a locally managed 
and more efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a further decline at the 
Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is in support of the North Lake vision which would 

complement the state's SSMP plan by providing an in-sea barrier around the contours of the 
north shoreline with a deep lake and respectfully request the state's support and recognition in 

the SSMP as an important integrated project; and 

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is supportive of the Perimeter Lake concept which 
would also include a South Lake component and resemble a flowing river with a system of low-
profile levees bordering the Salton Sea shoreline. The Parties respectfully request to have the 
Perimeter Lake incorporated into the state's SSMP long-term plan; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Salton Sea Authority to improve the public health, 

economic opportunity and overall quality of life of the disadvantaged communities around the 
Salton Sea; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Salton Sea Authority to support public-private 
partnerships and will assist private entities to define and develop projects around the Salton Sea. 

NOW, THEREFORE the City Council of the City of Indian Wells hereby RESOLVES as 

follows: 

SECTION 1. The City Council DECLARES support of the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside concerning unified support on the 
Salton Sea. 

SEmON 2. This Resolution shall take effect upon adoption. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Indian Wells, 
California, at a regular meeting held on 21st day of February 2019. 

~~ 
MAYOR 
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CERTIFICATION FOR RESOLUTION NO. 2019-01 

I, Anna Grandys, City Clerk of the City Council of the City of Indian Wells, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the whole number of the members of the City Council is five (5); that the above 
and foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the 
City Council of the city of Indian Wells on the 21st day of February 2019, by the following vote: 

AYES: Balocco, Mertens, Muzik, Peabody, Reed 
NOES: None 

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 













 

 

ITEM 6E 

 

 
Staff Report 

 
Subject: Salton Sea Memorandum of Understanding  
 
Contact: Tom Kirk, Executive Director (tkirk@cvag.org) 

 
 
Recommendation: Adopt the following policy statement: “CVAG supports the principles of the 
memorandum of understanding between Riverside and Imperial Counties for working together on the 
Salton Sea.”  
 
Background: Riverside County and Imperial County have recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to support common goals that further Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the 
development potential of the Salton Sea. The MOU includes support for the North Lake vision that Riverside 
County Supervisor V. Manuel Perez unveiled earlier this year, as well as a Perimeter Lake concept that would 
include a South Lake component. The Counties want to have these concepts included into the state’s 10-
year Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP). 
 
The MOU also outlines an intent to work together with the Salton Sea Authority and other local agencies on 
projects and financing mechanisms, such as an Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District (EIF), that would 
stimulate economic development around the Sea while mitigating air quality issues and creating vital habitat. 
 
Riverside County is asking cities and agencies across the county support the MOU. A resolution has already 
been adopted by the member agencies of the Salton Sea Authority.  
 
The MOU was presented to the CVAG Technical Advisory Committee at the September 10, 2018 meeting 
as an information item.  
 
Attachments:  MOU Concerning Unified Support on the Salton Sea 

mailto:tkirk@cvag.org








RESOLUTION NO. 2018 - 057

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LA QUINTA, CALIFORNIA, IN SUPPORT
OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE CONCERNING THE
SALTON SEA

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2018, the County of Imperial, a political
subdivision of the State of California, and the County of Riverside, a political
subdivision of the State of California (“ Counties”) entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding representing a mutual good faith commitment and common
goals made in the spirit of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the Salton
Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Counties to work together with other
local agencies in a collaborative manner and support common goals to further
Salton Sea restoration and management efforts as well as the development
potential of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Counties encourage outreach to the surrounding
communities and seek supportive resolutions from all cities and other
agencies. The Counties welcome cities and other agencies to join and assist
them in efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and
pursuant to the Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows
ended on December 31, 2017, and without restoration or stabilization
measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and

WHEREAS, the State of California (“ State”) has developed the Salton
Sea Management Program (“ SSMP”) through departments within the
California Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Agencies and is
obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air and water quality
issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the State has developed the 10-year SSMP plan and
identified a phased series of projects, the State has not appropriated all the
necessary SSMP funding. The Salton Sea is at substantial risk of irreversible
damage and threatens wildlife and public health; and
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WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Counties to take coordinated and
cooperative action with other agencies to further stabilize the Salton Sea on
such restoration efforts which would protect and improve public health, air
quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of the Counties to work together
with local agencies on agreed projects and financing mechanisms such as an
Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District (“ EIFD”) that would support projects
and stimulate economic development around the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Counties recognize and support the immense value of
working together with other local agencies to enhance opportunities for
renewable energy and geothermal development to the region by providing
reliable, affordable energy in furtherance of the State’s Renewable Portfolio
Standard and Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding for
Salton Sea infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include
economic development, recreational activity, and reduction in air quality
impacts, as well as optimize the potential opportunities at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, California law requires the California Natural Resources
Agency to develop a Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation with local
agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority supports the common goal of a
locally managed and more efficient process to expedite projects at the Salton
Sea to avert a further decline at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is in support of the North Lake
vision which would complement the State’s SSMP plan by providing an in-sea
barrier around the contours of the north shoreline with a deep lake and
respectfully request the State’s support and recognition in the SSMP as an
important integrated project; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is supportive of the Perimeter Lake
concept which would also include a South Lake component and resemble a
flowing river with a system of low-profile levees bordering the Salton Sea
shoreline. The Counties respectfully request to have the Perimeter Lake
incorporated into the State’s SSMP long-term plan; and







MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

CONCERNING UNIFIED SUPPORT ON THE SALTON SEA

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“ MOU”) is entered into on this 26th day of June,
2018, by and between the County of Imperial, a political subdivision of the State of California, and
the County of Riverside, a political subdivision of the State of California.  Both counties may be
referred to herein collectively as the “ Parties”.

This MOU represents good faith commitments and common goals which are being made in the spirit
of cooperation and collaboration to benefit the Salton Sea.   

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside to work
together in a collaborative manner and support common goals to further Salton Sea restoration and
management efforts as well as the development potential of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the inflow of water to the Salton Sea has decreased and pursuant to the
Quantification Settlement Agreement, mitigation water inflows ended on December 31, 2017, and
without restoration or stabilization measures, the Salton Sea will rapidly decline; and

WHEREAS, the State of California (“ State”) has developed the Salton Sea Management
Program (“ SSMP) through departments within the California Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Agencies and is obligated to pay for certain costs related to habitat, air and water quality
issues at the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the state has developed the 10-year SSMP plan and identified a phased series of
projects, the state has not appropriated all the necessary SSMP funding.  The Salton Sea is at
substantial risk of irreversible damage and threatens wildlife and public health; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of both Parties to take coordinated and cooperative action to
further stabilize the Salton Sea on such restoration efforts which would protect and improve public
health, air quality, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea is located within both counties and the Parties have land-use
authority and land- use control; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intent of both Parties to work together on agreed projects and
financing mechanisms such as an Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District (“ EIFD”) that would
support projects and stimulate economic development around the Sea; and

WHEREAS, both Parties recognize and support the immense value of working together to
enhance opportunities for renewable energy and geothermal development to the region by providing
reliable, affordable energy in furtherance of the State’ s Renewable Portfolio Standard and
Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals and could provide funding for Salton Sea infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of said integrated projects would include economic development, 
recreational activity, and reduction in air quality impacts as well as optimize the potential
opportunities at the Salton Sea; and



WHEREAS, it is the desire of both Parties to support the Salton Sea Author ity (“SSA”), the
SSA as a Joint Power Authority with common power of directing and coordinating actions relating to
the improvement of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, both Parties desire recognition of Imperial and Riverside Counties as the local
land use authorities with an enhanced role in implementing projects. California law requires the
California Natural Resources Agency to develop a Salton Sea plan in cooperation and consultation
with local agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Parties support the common goal of a locally managed and more efficient
process to expedite projects at the Salton Sea to avert a further decline at the Salton Sea.  

WHEREAS, it is the desire of both Parties to respectfully request a State Legislative
amendment to clarify the state’ s legislative directive to consult and cooperate with Imperial and
Riverside Counties; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority recently achieved historic progress and completed the
first phase Wetland project located on the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indian Tribe reservation.
The Wetland project was carried out and accomplished by the leadership of the Salton Sea Authority
and its member agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Parties are in support of the North Lake vision which would complement the
state’ s SSMP plan by providing an in-sea barrier around the contours of the north shoreline with a
deep lake and respectfully request the state’ s support and recognition in the SSMP as an important
integrated project; and

WHEREAS, the Parties are supportive of the Perimeter Lake concept which would also
include a South Lake component and resemble a flowing river with a system of low profile levees
bordering the Salton Sea shoreline. The Parties respectfully request to have the Perimeter Lake
incorporated into the state’ s SSMP long- term plan; and

WHEREAS, the Parties will encourage outreach to the surrounding communities and seek
supportive resolutions from all cities. The Parties welcome other agencies to join and assist them in
efforts that are supportive of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Parties to improve the public health, economic opportunity
and overall quality of life of the disadvantaged communities around the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Parties to support public- private partnerships and will assist
private entities to define and develop projects around the Salton Sea; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Imperial and the County of Riverside
hereby adopt this Memorandum of Understanding and agree to a collaborative partnership and a
unified strategy to support common goals which would stabilize and restore the Salton Sea.     











               
 

           
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 10, 2019 

Phil Rosentrater 
Executive Director 
Salton Sea Authority 
82995 Hwy 111, Suite 200 
Indio, CA 92201 

RE: Proposed North Lake Project  

Dear Mr. Rosentrater: 

On behalf of Alianza Coachella Valley, Audubon California, Defenders of Wildlife, Environmental 

Defense Fund, Kounkuey Design Initiative, Pacific Institute, and Sierra Club California, we encourage 

the Salton Sea Authority (Authority) to expedite the implementation of a North Lake plan for the 

Salton Sea. We also offer comments and suggestions on the proposed North Lake concept that was 

briefly summarized at the June 12th and November 13th meetings of California’s Salton Sea 

Management Program (SSMP) 10-Year Plan Committee. As we have noted previously, a North Lake 

could offer a host of habitat, recreational, and economic development opportunities and should be 

pursued. A North Lake project also offers the Authority the opportunity to lead on a local project.  

As you know, time is of the essence. More than three years have passed since Governor Brown 

established acreage milestones with his Salton Sea Task Force Agency Actions, yet the state still has 

yet to construct a single acre of habitat at the Salton Sea. The SSMP has also failed to achieve the 

http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/10-YR-Plan-Mtg-N-Lake-June-2018_Final_ver2.pptx
http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Species-Conservation-Habitat_Projects-.pdf
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acreage milestone established by the State Water Resources Control Board’s Order WR 2017-0134. 

This inaction does not occur in a vacuum. Since the signing of the Quantification Settlement 

Agreement in 2003, the salinity of the Salton Sea has increased by more than a third while its surface 

has dropped by more than eight and a half feet, exposing more than 20,000 acres of lakebed. 

Populations of fish-eating birds such as pelicans and cormorants have plummeted, while dust 

emissions have increased, harming the people that live downwind from the Sea.  

Fortunately, last June, California voters approved $20 million for the Authority to construct Salton 

Sea projects, affording a real opportunity for the Authority to demonstrate leadership and 

competence and build functional projects at the Salton Sea. 

We encourage you to act quickly on this opportunity. Please include a report at the January 24 

Authority Board Meeting describing a general planning and construction schedule for a North Lake 

and a conceptual budget for expending the $20 million authorized by Proposition 68, as well as other 

funds currently available to the Authority. We also encourage you to include a report on the status of 

the North Lake Plan at the January 24 Board Meeting, toward an action item at the February 21 

Board Meeting on a preferred alternative and a schedule for project design and implementation. This 

is an excellent time to demonstrate that the Authority can act decisively on behalf of the Salton Sea, 

expediting consideration and implementation of the North Lake vision championed by Supervisor 

Perez a year ago and reviewed by Riverside County in the summer of 2017. 

We encourage you to incorporate the following recommendations into the formation of the North 

Lake Plan: 

▪ Lake elevation – The North Lake plan should maximize lake elevation, to increase surface area 

and depth and to better provide a water supply for other projects. Presumably, the design 

elevation could be -226.0’ (NAVD 1988), roughly the Salton Sea’s elevation in 2003. A North Lake 

should include deep (~10’) water habitat for primarily fish-eating birds, such as pelicans and 

cormorants. A target elevation of -226.0’ would rewet exposed playa, help capture drain flows that 

might otherwise be lost to evaporation and vegetation, and minimize the need to extend existing 

roads to access the North Lake. Additionally, a higher elevation North Lake could more readily 

supply water to refill the marinas of shoreline communities to the south. 

▪ Inflow sources & quantities – The North Lake should be sized to optimize the capture of 

Whitewater River baseflows, and as much flood flow from the river as can be captured at 

reasonable cost. The SSA should task its consultant with determining average annual Whitewater 

River baseflows and estimating what additional construction costs would be required to capture 

flood flows. The consultant should also describe the tradeoffs between routing flood flows 

through the North Lake versus diverting baseflows plus some portion of flood flows into the lake. 

Any North Lake plan should include the projected water demand for the lake, and an annotated 

list of sources to meet this demand. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/board_decisions/adopted_orders/orders/2017/wro2017_0134_with_exhibit_a.pdf
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▪ Capture and Recharge – The Authority should work closely with the Coachella Valley Water 

District (CVWD) to expand CVWD’s floodwater recharge program, benefitting the region’s aquifer 

and increasing reliable baseflows to the North Lake. Such an approach might be able to leverage 

additional federal infrastructure funding and expertise. Close coordination with CVWD will also 

avoid potential conflicts with CVWD’s updated Stormwater master plan or construction of new 

wastewater recycling facilities. 

▪ Salinity – We do not believe the North Lake plan should set specific salinity objectives or targets. 

Since the state’s preference for higher-salinity water is mainly intended to avoid selenium 

biomagnification and since selenium should be less of a concern given low-selenium Whitewater 

River flows, the North Lake should avoid the significant capital and operations costs of pumping 

remnant Salton Sea water to manage salinity. Instead, the North Lake plan should simply use raw 

river water to sustain the North Lake. Discharge from the Lake could then be used downgradient 

to support additional habitat and dust control ponds.  

▪ Selenium – The use of lower-selenium Whitewater River flows should be prioritized. Use of drain 

water with selenium concentrations greater than the 3.1 ppb (identified in the draft EPA criteria) 

should be avoided. Additionally, please refer to Agrarian’s sediment map (attached), to avoid 

siting the North Lake atop high-selenium sediments. 

▪ Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians – The Tribe must be an integral part of the planning 

process, given their extensive property in the project area. The Tribe might also be able to supply 

rock for the North Lake impoundment structure.  

▪ Community Amenities – The Authority should include community amenities as part of the 

concept and design of the North Lake to maximize the opportunity for public access and 

stewardship.  These amenities should be developed in conjunction with residents of the Eastern 

Coachella Valley, and should be included as part of the first phase of the project build-out.   

▪ Resident Engagement – The Authority should work with closely with local community groups and 

residents throughout the design, planning, and construction process.  A dedicated engagement 

budget and strategy that is developed upfront is necessary to serve as a roadmap for outreach 

and engagement decisions, and opportunities for participatory budgeting should be included 

within the engagement process. 

▪ Public Access – The North Lake plan should designate public access along much of the shoreline 

and in a portion of the deeper-water lake, but restrict public access near the delta and in a 

portion of the lake (perhaps 50% of areas deeper than three feet) to offer a refuge for fish and 

birds. 

▪ Costs – The North Lake plan should clearly describe the estimated capital and annual costs 

associated with different Lake configurations. 
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Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations and suggestions. We strongly support a 

viable North Lake project and stand ready to work with you to expedite its funding and 

implementation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

  
Michael Cohen Kimberley Delfino 
Senior Associate California Program Director 
Pacific Institute Defenders of Wildlife 
 
 
 
  
Pablo Garza Silvia Paz 
CA Political Director, Ecosystems Executive Director  
Environmental Defense Fund Alianza Coachella Valley 
 
 
 
  
Frank Ruiz Joan Taylor   
Salton Sea Program Director Co-Chair, California/Nevada Desert Committee 
Audubon California Sierra Club 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Toy 
Design Director 
Kounkuey Design Initiative 
 

 

Cc: Bruce Wilcox 
Genevieve Johnson, Bureau of Reclamation 
Justine Herrig, SWRCB 
Arturo Delgado, DFW 
Vivien Maisonneuve, DWR 
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